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Umra, but his mansab did not go higher than that of five thousand.
Though Man Singh lived in Ajmer for the best part of his remain-
ing years* he ruled the eastern segment of the empire virtually as
an independent sovereign. He died in the ninth year of the reign
of Jahangir. Many historians describe him as the sword-arm of
Akbar; he was more than a mere warrior. But for him, the princi-
ple of equality of religions, which became the crowning glory of
Akbar's reign, might never have become a reality. His pen was as
powerful as his spear.
Three years after making Kashmir a suba of the Kingdom,.
Akbar went there with all his wives, all his sons, and all the para-
phernalia of the Mughal court. Nearly ten thousand workmen
preceded the royal cavalcade, building roads and bridges, clearing
jungles, pinpointing sites for camps, constructing wood-and-brick
rest houses for shelter against rain and snow, and making under-
ground '.depots for storage of food and other essentials for a royal
holiday. Prince Murad was in charge of the ladies* camp. At
Bhimbar, a high velocity blizzard disrupted arrangements, caused
heavy landslides, uprooted tents and, consequently, the young:
chaperon decided that the going would be rough for the ladies
and that they should stay put where they were till the return of
the Emperor. Akbar was at the time atNaushera, two stages ahead.
He was beside himself with rage when told of the halt called by
Murad, and decided to go himself to escort the ladies but, at the
advice of Fatehullah Khan, entrusted the job to Abdur Rahim
Khan-i-Khanan. The latter deployed a force of over a thousand
workmen to clear the road, repair bridges, and thus succeeded in
uniting "the chaste ones of the realm" with Emperor before the
descent to the valley began. Abul Fazl uses exotic words and
phrases to describe the reunion, and brings to play all his ling-
uistic skill and vocabulary to draw colourful pictures of the fauna
and flora that made Kashmir "a paradise more splenderous than
the paradise itself." The royal party reached Srinagar on 3 June
1589., covering a distance of nearly two hundred miles from
Lahore in twenty-four stages. Akbar chose the palace of Yusuf
Shah for his stay in Srinagar, and ordered a thousand "floating
palaces'* to be built for excursions in the lakes. For thirty-nine
days, Akbar roamed about in the valley like an inquisitive pilgrim.
The wealth of trees, flowers, fruit and water fascinated him* To
quote Abul Fazl, "he saw God wherever he went, and came to be*